Pioneers in Tropical America

with the opposite mainland, and especially the country of
Valdivia to the south. Rowing in a boat from Mocha to
the mainland, Drake and his companions were received by
the Amerindian natives with a great show of friendship.
These people had with them fat sheep,1 fowls, and maize,
and promised that if the Englishmen came next morning
at the rising of the sun they could trade in such desirable
products.

All that night the men on the Golden Hinde could
scarcely sleep for thinking of the delicious mutton and
fowls they were about to eat the next day, and Drake
the next morning started for the mainland with a joyful
crew, well armed with swords and shields, and fearing no
perils. But they were only being lured to their destruc-
tion, for they no sooner entered a narrow creek indicated
to them as the place for landing, than amongst the high
reeds and rushes of the shore were concealed a number
of warriors armed with bows and arrows and darts.
When the sailors got out of the boat to fill their vessels
with fresh water, they were set upon by the natives at
such close quarters that their bodies became simply
targets to receive the Indian arrows. Not one person
of the boat's crew escaped without some grievous wound,
one man having as many as twenty-one arrows in his
body. Drake himself was wounded in the head and
face. They would not have escaped with their lives
had not a seaman, regarded hitherto <fas rather a simple
fellow", cut the rope which detained the boat with his
sword, so that they were able to push her off and row
away for dear life, the arrows coming after them "as
thick as gnats in the sun"; indeed, the sides of the

* Originally obtained, of course, from the Spaniards in Peru, for domestic sheep
were unknown to the natives of America before the coming of Europeans,